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Right Honourable 


A N D 
Moſt Honoured Sirs, 


Eſteem'd my ſelf very much honour'd , when your Deſire of converſing 
with me about the Faſt-Ind:a Trade was firſt ſignified to me by a worthy 
Gentleman. And I muſt always acknowledg your obliging Condeſcentions at 
my Attendance on you, when you were pleasd to enjoyn me to give you the 
Subſtance of my Diſcourſe in Writing, that you might make uſe of it as you 
found requiſite for the publick Service. I am proud of your good Opinion in e- 
{teeming my mean Pertormances worthy the leaſt regard, and in Obedience to your 
Command, I now preſent you with this Paper, which, however wanting in other 


Reſpets, brings nothing but what, upon the ſtrifteſt Aſſay, will be found ro come 
up to the Standard of Sincerity and Truth. 


The ENQuiK1IeEsS you were pleaſed to make of me are Theſe ; 


I. Whether the Trade to the Fait-Indies was really of ſuch great Advantage to 
the Nation, as general Diſcourſe repreſented it ? 


Il. Concerning the Conſtitution, Management and Condition of the preſent 
Company. And 


III. My Opinion of the moſt ug Manner and Method for ſerling that 


Trade to the Honour and Interett of the Kingdom. 


[. Firſt, as to the Trade in general, 


Concerning which, I will only preſent the few following Intimations, and refer to 


your great Judgment to make an Eſtimate of what Import and Benefit it may be 
to the Nation. 


The Traftick to thoſe Parts of the World, which are compriz'd in the Eaſt- India 
Company's Charter, will cmploy a Capital of 7 welve hundred Thouſand Pounds. And 
aiter I have ſaid that, 'tis necdlels to obſerve to you, how conſiderably it will aug- 
ment the Publick Revenue of the Cuſtoms. 


It will annually export to amount of about /. 150000: in Woollen Cloths, Lead, 
and other Commoditics of our native Growth and Manufatture. 


It will employ about Twenty five Capital Ships, and therein about Three thouſand 
Seamen ; and theſe Ships will be of ſuch Force and Burthen that may render them 
terviccable as well in Occaſion of War, as Atairs of Merchandize. 


'Tis by this Trade alone we can be ſupply'd with vaſt Quantities of Saltpeter at 
cheap Rates, which. in the Age we live, is of it ſelt a ſufficient Recommendarion. 


This Trade do's not only ſupply us with Varictics of Goods for our neceſſary 
Ulc and Ornament; But the greater, Part of the Commodities brought from 1nd:a 
are exported to ſundry Parts in Europe, Africa and America , which does further 
adyance our Navigation and Commerce. 
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Ic will give Employment to about 7wo hundred Merchants, Faftors and Writers, 
who will have good Opportunities of advancing their Fortunes 3 and *ris not to be 
doubted, that many of them may return with plentiful Eſtates, which will contri- 
bute to the Wealth and Strength of the Nation, as well as their own particular Cre- 
dit and Benefit. 


This Trade, as well in regard to the publick Honor, as the particular Intereſt of 
. the Adventurers, requires to be negotiated with a National Joynt-Stock, which 
will render it more diff#/ive : For by that means it will not be engrols'd into the hands 
of thoſe who are profeſs'd Merchants, but our Nobility and Gentry may partake of 
the Profir, without any Diminution of their Dignity, or Diſturbance to their Eaſe : 
For their Talents will be improvd' with no more trouble than to receive the good 
Fruits of their Adventures , which with large Allowance for adverſe Accidents 
may modeſtly be computed at 20/. per Cent. per annum. 


As to the 0bjefions have been rais'd againſt this Trade : there are only Three 
that I know of worth the leaſt notice, and they fo, only becauſe they have made 
a popular Noiſe, while the true Merits of the Cauſe. have not been duly cxamin'd 
and conlider'd by thoſe whom they have rendred difaffefted to this noble and be- 
neficial Commerce. 


(1.) The firſt and great Complaint is: That it carries out ſuch vaſt Quantities 
of our Gold and Silver. And here I muſt confeſs, that ro manage this Trade 
in its due Currency ; 'twill require that the Stock employ'd in it be at leaſt Three 
Fourths in Bullion, and ſo it may be computed : That a general Joynt-Stock 
together with what may be adventured for Diamonds and other Things, that 
will be found moſt proper to be permitted for particular Accounts, may together a- 
mount to about Six hundred thouſand Pounds per annum. Bur after all, 'Tis nc- 
vertheleſs true, that this do's not only not in the leaſt diminiſh our Mony 3 But 
contrarily, That by the Circulation of Trade it much augments the Treaſure of the 
Nation in the Species of Gold and Silver. This may perhaps at firſt ſight look like 
a ſtrange Paradox, but I will exhibit a plain Proot by matter of Fat, which will 
render it indubitable, From the Year 1675 to 83 incluſive there was ſhip'd our 
by the Company and Private Traders the amount of about Four Millions and a 
half in Bullion of Gold and Silver 3 and I find upon Enquiry, there was likewiſe in 
that circuit of time coin'd in the Tower above Four Millions more, So that in 
the firſt place it appears : The great Exportations to /ndia did not then occaſion 
any Want in the Mint: And, that there were alſo in thoſe Years prodigious Quan- 
titics of Plate converted into Houſe Utenſils, and conſum'd in the Ornaments 
and Gallantries oft the Great and Rich, is too apparent to necd a Proof, And 
laſtly, That we then had ſuperabundant Plerty of Caſh current in the Nation, is evident 
in that, tho the Law allows the Ulurer to take Six per Cent. we all know Mony 
went about begging Securities at Five per Cent. and vaſt Summs were lent out ar 
Four per Cent. And that I may here fully evince this great Truth, I muſt further ob- 
ſerve, Thar for theſe laſt four or five Years, wherein our Company have left off their 
good old Trade of Merchandize, and apply'd themſelves to the Art of War, they 
have ſent our little or nothing in Gold or Silver; and yet I ſee not the leaſt 
Appearance that Bullion or Coin has ſince increas'd upon us, but rather the con- 
trary. So that upon the whole matter this ObjeCtion has only given an Opportu- 


nity to make it manifeſt, That the Trade to India 1s a moſl exuberant Source 
to repleniſh our Treaſuries as well as our Ware-pouſes. 


( 2.) Another ObyeCtion is, That this Trade do's not take off greater Quantities 
of our Woollen Manufattures. But they who quarrel it on that account ſhould be ac- 
quainted with this irrefragable Maxim, That Trade is no more to be forc'd than Faith: 
and, as we #clieve according to the Diftates of our Conſciences; fo we buy and ſel both 
as to Quantities and Sortments, as our /ytereſt directs, Wherefore tho we may 
wiſh that Market would vend more of our home-made Goods, yet methinks we have 
no more Reaſon to fall quite out with it on that Score, than becauſe our Ships do 
not return intircly laden with Pearls and Diamonds, I have before intimated what 
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T am ſure will in fact prove true in this matter, and I niay take this Occaſion to 
add, That I have good ground to hope ſomething more conſiderable may hereaſter 
be done in it, by induſtrious and proper Applications. 


( 3.) The thigd Complaint is: That theſe tedious and wnhealthy Foyages deſtroy 
great numbers of our Seamey. And indeed I muſt own, That by ſome /ate unaccount- 
able Proceedings there has been too much Cauſe for this Clamor , which I wiſh 
they whom it concerns, would ſeriouſly conſider , and bethink themſelves whar 
Antlwer they can make for that Blood will certainly be requir'd at their hands 
in another World, however they may ſcape with Impunity in this. For many hun- 
dreds of our Scamen have becn facrific'd ro the irrational Obſtinacy and wicked 
De/izns of thoſe who have afſum'd an arbitrary Predominancy over the Companies 
Afﬀairs ; By ſending out Ships at moſt improper Seaſons, and detaining them in the 
Indies on occaſion of the unhappy and wnjuſtifiable War with the Great Mogul and 
his Subjes. This is the real Truth of the Thing; and the diſmal Mortality has 
of late happen'd among(t our Men imploy'd to /zda, is fo far from being juſtly im- 
putable to the Tedzoſneſs of the Voyage or Tnhealthineſs of the Places we trade to, 
Thar I may ſafely affirm, ( becauſe I am ſure I have the concurring Evidence of our 
experienced Commanders, who are the beſt Judges of it ) Thar there is no Naviga- 
tion uſed by our Nation, loſes fewer Men, than our Indian Voyages, when Ships 
are duly diſpatch'd, and detain'd in the Country no longer, than the honeſt and pru- 
dent Management of our Mercantile Afﬀairs do's requirc. 

This is what I have to repreſent in relation to the firſt Demand, and humbly 
referring it to your judicious Cenſurc, I proceed to the Second : 


Il. Concerning the Conſtitution, Management and Condition 
ot the Preſent Company, 


The preſent Faſt-India-Stock was firſt incorporated in the Year 1657. And al- 
though 'ris true, that the Trade has never been improv'd to that National Advan- 
tage, and with ſuch regard to Poſterity, as may juſtly entitle the Managers to the 
Character of Publick-ſpirited J2atriots ; yer it muſt be conte(s'd, That thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who had the Conduct ot thele Aﬀeairs for abour Twenty Years, did ſo well 
diſcharge themſelves, To keep the Trade alive, tho they did not induſtriouſly aſſiſt 
it's Growth 3 And to their Honor be it ſaid, They. were always very carctul to 
preſerve the main Baſis of our Dependencies firm and entire : And that was our 
Credit and Reputation, with the Natives, which by their juſt and punctual deal- 
ings had impreſs'd in that People ſuch a high Opinion of our Candor and Probity, 
that we were preferr'd in their Eſteem, betore any other Europeans ; living amongſt 
them with great Security to our Perſons and Eltates, and enjoying very advanta- 
ocous Immunitics in our Commerce. 

The firſt Subſcriptions to the general Stock amounted to about /. 739782 : Bur 
it pleas'd thoſe, who then over-rul'd the Aﬀair, to take in but a Moyety of ir, 
which ſo cramp'd the grand Enterprize in its Infancy, that it could never fince be ex- 
tended to its full Dimenſions, This was the fatal Error in the beginning, which 
has done ſuch irreparable Prejudice to us, and incſtimable Benefit to our Neighbours. 
For had thoſe Conduttors been endow'd with ſo much Magnanimity to call in the 
other part, and beſtow'd all in impregnable Fortifications on their Spice 1ſand of 
Pollozwn., They had merited to have their happy Memories celebrated amongſt us 
by glorious and laſting Monuments. For by that means we had not only been Ma- 
ters of Fruitful Plantations of thoſe Rich Spices, Mace and Natmegs, to ſerve 
our own Expence, and help ſupply the World; Bur this had been a commodious 
$:at for an Emporium of Trade to the adjacent Countries, which would have bur- 
then'd us with Wealth. AndI will not doubr, but I may ( without overvaluing the 
Abilitics of my Countrymen ) declare my Opinion, That it this grand Aﬀair had 
been under the ConduCt of Perſons of Skill and Courage, which might have been 
found among(t us, we had long ere this gain'd the Aſcendent over another Eur 9- 
fean Nation, who have ſer up their Standard near this place: Becauſe the Integri- 
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ty and Courtefie which is native to a true Engliſh Spirit, could not have ſail'd to 
obtain far more advantageous Conqueſls, than the others have cftc&ed by rough: 
fr means, For we ſhall always find, That as long as Selt-Preſeryation and deſire of 
Liberty are the genuine inſtin&t of Human Nature, 7he Cords of Love wil! bixd foſ?- 
er than Fetters of Iron, Bur alas! this truittul Garden lay neglected tor fcar of rhe 
Charge of Cultivating and Fencing it : For all the Company did, was co ſend our 
what may more properly be called the Model of a Wooden Forr, than the thing 
itſelf, and that was ſer wp for a Show. So that in the Year 64, when the late 
Ke. Charles made War with the Dutch, They only ſent a ſmall Ship trom Batavis, 
which had nothing elſe to do, bur quietly to take Poſſeſſion and remove abour 
Twelve of our People they found there, to new Lodgings at their forcſaid City, 

I could allo here remember how much our Fir/t Movers were wanting to the 
Nation and themſelves, in negleCing to recover their Right to a Moyety of the 
Cuſtoms at the Port of Gombroon in Perfia, which was granted to their Predecetfors 
for aſaiting the Sophie to take Ormuze from the Portugueſe. And 'twas indeed a 
very valuable Acquiſition: For in the Years 167z and 72 when I was there, the 
Cuſtoms amounted to about 80000 /. per Ammm. And tho our Agent did then 
ſir in the Cuſtom- Houſe when he pleas'd, and ſome of the Companics Servants con- 
ſtantly attended there, to take exact account of the Income, yet we were fo good Na- 
tur'd to accept of about /. 3000: for our halt of that great Sum ; whereas had our 
Company at their beginning duly conſider'd their Intereſt, and dar'd ro throw [9 
much Bread upon the Waters as would have defray'd the Expence of an Embaſlage 
to that Court, by ſome Perſon well qualified for the Occaſion, I cannot doubt , 
bur we might have ſucceſsfully aſſcrted our juſt Claim. Bur atter this long In- 
terval without any cffe&tual Motion on our Part, I fcar Preſcription may be plead- 
ed asa Law againſt us : And yer I would not quite deſpair, but when it ſhall pleaſe 
Their Majzſties and the Parliament to ſettle this z#valuab/e Trade on a good Bor. 
tom, and in the Hands of able and Honeſt Managers, It would be worth the attempr- 
ing to retrieve this loſt Stake, If we could find out ſome excellent Perſon for the 
purpoſe, who can but Copy after Sir Thomas Row formerly at the Court of the 
Great Mogul, or Sir William Huſſey at preſent with the Grand Signior, 

And now, from theſe Intimations of what the firſt Managers of our Company 
left undone, I come to take notice of ſomething they did, which has prov'd much 
more injurious and deſtructive 3 For by the former we only loſt a Parr, but the 
fatal Conſequence of this has hazarded the entire ruin of all our Trade and Intereſt 
in thoſe Parts, I mean that pernicious Ulage of Multiplying their Uotes accozy- 
ing to their Stocks, rating every Vore ar /. 500: 

This evil praftice had it's being with the preſent Company, and was never us'd by 
the former Joint-Stocks to da, nor in any other publick Socicty that ever I heard ot, 
till This firſt gave it Birth: And 'tis worthy a Remark, the Ingenious Hypotheſis they 
have fram'd for the Ground of this Proj:C&tion, whereby rhey hope to lick over the Arbz- 
trary Monſter into the Shapes of a reaſonable Creature, by ſuch flight infinuations as 
theſe : That the Stock ought to govern the Stock ; and thoſe who have moſt 
Youy in 1t, (yould have molt Power in the Diſpoſe and Direfion of it. Bur a 
hitcle ſerious T hought will fully difcover the Iniquity ot this talſe borrom'd Argument. 
I am ſure, 'Tis utterly deſtructive of our Darling Property, and direaly contrary to 
thoſe Meaſures which the Juſtice and Wiſdom of the Nation has taken in choice of 
our Repreſentatives, who arc the Preſervers of it. But ſurely there can nced no more 
Verbal Confutation, fince we know it by its Fruits, and ſuch wotul Expericnce has 
prov'd, That he who has the biggelt Purſe, isnot always the moſt Þoneſt, 
no2 able to manage [0 weighty an Affair. For, 


"Tis by this means, that one of our Fellow-Subjefts did about 14 years ago 
mount himſelf into the Supremacy, and has ever ſince uſurp'd an abſolute Domi- 
nion over all the other Adventurers. 


"Tis by this means ſuch great Havock has been made of the Lives and Eſtates 
of the Subjetts of England, as has been repreſented'/by numerous Petitions to the Par- 
liament in every Sellion ſince the late happy Revolution. 
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'Tis by this means ſuch ;#9toricus Frauds have been ated in uncerſelling the Com: 
pany's Goods by Private Contrats aud unheard of Deduttions afterwards ; whereby 
jt can b2 prov'd, that the Joynt-Stock has been wrong'd above One Fnndred thouſand 
Pound;, in two or three years laſt palt. Surely thoſe Gentlemen that make {uch 
haſt ro be rich by thele oblique ways, never fcrioufly asK'd rhemiclves that great 
Queſtion: (id prodeſt homint, ft mundum univer ſur lucretur 2 &c. For befices the 
common Obligation to Hoxe/ty, there 1s no Member of the Commirree, bur has twic: 
pitghred his Faith by ewo folemn 0.745 to be true ro the Company. 

'Tis by this mcans that ſo many injur'd Perſons groan uncer bravy Opprofions, 
and can obtain no Re/zef; tor it the Concern be not very conliderable, "tis auding 
Grict to Attliction to contend it at Law, there are fuch Tricks and Contrivances 
prattis'd ro render the Suit tedious and expenſive, which has pur many Ferfons 
upon chooting the leſs Evil, in reterring Matters to fome of their own Commirtee z 
and yet ſomerimes even that Condeſcention has not prevail d, for there has appear'd 
ſo great an Averſion from doing any thing like Juſtice and Reaton, that the hum. 
ble Offcr of a Retercnce to a principal Perſon in the Commurtee has been reje&ed, 
as was latcly taken norice of, in the high Court oft Chancery, on occaſion of a 
Motion made by a Complainant againtt them, betore the Lords Commailli- ners 3 
when the Right Honorable Sir Je» Trevor was plcas'd to declare his Senſe of their 
wnjuſt and arbitrary Oppreſſions, reprchending them tor their illegal Seizures of the 
Ships and Goods of rhcir-tcllow Subje&s, who were hon:itly employing themſelves 
and their Eitarcs in their Trade ot Merchandize ; and reproving them tor the Me» 
thods he obſcry'd they took ro delay and evade making Reſtitution to rhoſe they 
had wrone'd ; and he then rold them he was intorm'd of a certain Pertun, who 
had a matter depending with them. And frankly offer'd to reter it entirely to Sir Je- 
ſeph Herne the preſent Governour, which was rcfus'd; and indeed it ought to be 
recorded ro the Honour of that Worthy Gentleman, and the Injamy ot thoſe who 
oppos'd his bcing intruſted with the Afﬀtairz tor the Reaſon ot it is very obvious, 
Becauſe there could not be the leaſt Pretence ro doubt of his doing the utmoſt for 
them, that could poſiibly conſiſt with right Reaſon, His own Intereſt and his Rela- 
tion to them, doubly obliging him to ir : Bur ©OMe Body was jealous that his Vir- 
rue would influcnce his Inclinations, and reſtrain him trom taking greater Lengths 
in their Favour than Equity and good Conſcience could extend to. And for that 
Cauſe he was no fit Perſon for the Purpolc. 


Tis by this mcans, that the Trade has not only of late been let out to particu- 
lar Mex amongſt our fclves, but Forcizaers have been invited into England, to lade 
their private Stocks on rhe Companics Shippingz which can bear no other Con- 
ſtruction, but that cither they have made ſuch over-large Dividends, as has not letr 
a ſufficient Fund of thcir own to carry on the Trade; or thoſe amongſt them, who 
do what they pleaſe with all their Aﬀairs, make ſome particular Advantage to 
themſelves by this publick Scandal to the Nation, and Detriment to the Company. 


'Tis by this means, our noble Trade has degenerated into Trick, and inſtead of 
employing a Stuck in honeſt and pencrous Adventures abroad, according to the 
laudable Practice of Merchants 3 There is lately fet up a new Society of Artificers, 
who blow the Price of Stock up and down, as beſt ſuits their Deſign of enriching 
themlelves by the ruin of others; and this Legerdemaix is manag'd by a ſtrange fort 
ot Tuſeits call'd StOork-Jobbers, who devour men on our Exchange, as the Locyſ/s 
of old did thc Herbage ot Egypt. 


But a!l theſe and many more the like evil Effcs of Plurality of Clotes will ap- 
pear very inconſiderable, when we exhibit that one montitrous iroduttion of Ma- 
king War With the Gzeat Mogul and the King of Syam., As to rhe latter ot 
thele, | have turmerly preicnted the Honorable Houle of Commons with the pretend- 
cd Grounds ot ir, and prov'd, that there is nor the leaſt ſhadow of Reaton to help 
extenuate, much lis juſtific that wnaccountable Quarret ; nor can I pollibly imagine 
what ſhould provoke our Indignation againſt thac obliging Prince, unlcls it were 
becauſe thoſe rich Preſents, which che chief Minitter in thar Court did by my means 
make to the two late Kings, were not rather dirc&ted ro (Uan(itad than Whitehal, 
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Now concerning the Violences have been done to the People of Surate and 
Bergale, in plundering them by Seca and Land, which has been call'd by the name 
ot a Tar with the Gzeat Pogul, 1 he vaked Truth of the rhing 15 this : 

There had been very ill Mcaiurcs taken tor ſeveral years together in the Ma- 
nagement of the Jopnt Stock, which had brought ir into a Defy Conſumption, 
I will inſtance in three or four of the principal. 

Firſt, the raking up ſuch immen/e Sums at litereſt. Forfometimes they have ow'(| 
above a Million here in Fxg/and, and 'twas feidom they were not allo conſiderably 
indebred in /»dia. This was a conſtant conſuming Charge and a direct Damage 
to the Company, if their Scock were rea/y worth but che Original Subſcription, When 
Twas verbally vaiu'd at above Two Millions, 

Another tinng was, The great Expence in making Inrerc{t at Court to procu: e 
a Power to Ucliroy both Fellow-Subyjefts and Forcigners : For beſides the fever! 
Ten Thouſand Guinc.s ro rhe two late Kings, there was a far greater amount to the 
Miniſters and Favorites; inſomuch, that 1 am certainly intorm'd the Charge now 
ſtands in their Books at a vail Sum under the Tuic of Secre? Serr ices. 

To this may be added the great Prejudice done the Stock by icvcral capricious 
and coſtly Projeds, and ſuch incxculable Mijmanager:ent, In employing i'crions 
who!ily unfit for the Buſineſs, Unneceſlary charge oft Dead Freight and Dcmorage 3 
Anu ſuch ttrange improper Quantirics and ſorts of Goods ſent out and ordered 
home; Thar tho I cannot poſiuveiy affirm the Promoters ot theic ill rhings were 
in Combination with the Companies protcit Enemies, yer this I may fatcly a- 
ver, Thar if they had recciv'd very contiderable Marks of Fiteem ( as the French 
Phraſe ir) from thoſe who long'd tor their Deſtruction, they could not have more 
eftcftually contributed to ir. | 

Bur above a!l things of this Kind, that which devour'd the Stock by wholcſale, 
was the moſt unrealonable and unjuſt Dividends, which were made without the 
leaſt regard to any real Advance produc'd by the Trade, but as 4m#%ition and A- 
varice were pleaſed to command 3 for in the compals of Five Years, which was 
from February 2% to January *+ they drew out / 741647 and in Two Months aiter- 
wards they doubled their Stock, which together mace /. 1109573: and all 
this from a Capital of / 369891: which was the principal Mony pay'd 1n 
by the Adventurers: Andif we here turther conſider, that in this Intcrim they were 
morcover at the Charge of above / 300000: tor Money borrowed at Intercſt 
and Complements ts Friends at Court, Ic docs all rovcther look 'o verv iirange, that 
I chink it would well deſerve to be eltcem'd rhe Enghth TUonDer of the Wold, 
had it net ſoon afcer appear'd, that they made wwe bar than yood Speed 1n tis 
prodigious Carrecr, which ſubjefted it ro the common Fate of ail choie Motions, 
thar are more violent than the Nature of the Thing will bear. For by tlicle ways 
and mcans the Stock was brought into that languiſhing Condition, and in ſuch a 
{id manner exhauſted, that 'twas apparent, Thoſe who minag'd the Aﬀair had their 
Thouyhecs {o wholly employ'd about the buſineſs of 41v:47g, thar they quite torgot 
to Icave any Mony behind to fatisfie their Detrs tor inſtead of continuing thoſe 
punctual Fayments which till then had preferv'd their Credit in its Fargin Purity, 
they did ioon afrer proſtitete their Kepuration by affixing a Paper on the Trealury 
Door, declaring that they cou'd not pay any more Mony till ater ſome Months time, 
which, tor the Pr-/ampricn and the Scandal of it, is perhaps without a Precedent, 

And bere we have feund the right Key to the Myſtery ot the War with the 
Mogel: For things being brought to this ſad paſs, 'rwas now nigh time to caſt a- 
bour how ro repair the Ruins: And the happy Expedrent relolv 4 on, was to ſeize 
on thc rich Ficers belonging to Surart, and more eſpecially thoſe that traded to 4. 
ralia anu 72/44, But there was alſo an ingenious Contrivance antecedent ro this En- 
tcrprize, and thar was, To gain an Advantage by rhe Friendſhip we had with thele 
Pcople, berore ve ircated them as Enemics, In making uſe of the Companics Cre- 
dit, tro boiruw aboi!r /, 3oco00: and then retire to Bombay to make Spoil of 
their Ships and Goods, And to ſtimulate their chict Factor Mr. Child to proſecute 
this great Work with the higheſt degree of Zeal and Diligence, there was procu- 
red for him 2 Patznt for a Baronet, with a Commiſiton, ſtyling him General 
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of ail his Majcſtys Forces by Sea and Land in the Nozthern Parts of 


India, t erfia and Aralta &xc. 't he Commanders ot the Ships had hikewile the 
Kings Commillion, with icave to wear the Royal Enfiens ; All which rogether ay- 
pear'd fo abſurd and ridiculous, that as an ingenuous Gentleman writes trom thence 
Dur Neighbours the French and Dutch could not put themſelves into a 
Poſture of laughing enough at 1t: bur while they laugh d, our Company won 
( ar Icalt it was then thought lo:) For belides a great number of ſmaller Vellels, they 
rock about 13 coniidcrable Ships ro amount of above a Million Sterling, as has 
been Sworn in their Majcſtics Court of Exchecquer, and the value of about 
]. 300000: of it has been brought home, as can be provd by the Contellion of one 
of the prime Agents in the prelent Committee. 

Now all theſe Proceedings were not only moſt unjuſtifiable, for that they had 
not in reality recciv'd any Ityurics that requir'd ſuch Reparations, Nor did they 
apply to the Mogel for Rearcis of their pretended Grievances, before they ated 
choice Hofftlities on his Subjects : Bur the Violence is (lill further aggravated in regard 
char {cvcral ot the Ships they tcok had the Security of their own Paſſes, and they 
have made ſc1zure of ſome Goods which were laden on board their own Ships on 
Freight, And altho the prevailing Intereſt of ſome Members of the Committee 
did in time of the latc King procure a Commiſſion to fet up a Court of Admiralty 
on thcir Iflnd of Bombay, which they made ule of to confiſcate the Eſtates of their 
Fellow Subjects , yet to the Ships and Goods belonging to Sarat?, they did not 
allow (o much as the formality ot a Tryal and Condemnartioi., which makes theſe 
Captures lock more like plain Piracy than Lawful Prize. Indeed the whole thing 
together 15 ſuch a complicared Evil, That | want a Name for it, Crimen /2/e Maje- 
fatis & prod::e Patrie will ſcarce reach it : And that our Legiſlators have not pro- 
vided a particular Statute againſt it, and appointed a Puniſhment ſuitable ro ſo heinous 
an Offence ; there can be no other Reaſon aſlſign'd, but what the Hiſtorian tells us was 
the Cauſe 3 Thar cill after the ſecond Punick War, there was in the Roman Confti- 
rutions no particular Law againſt Paricide. 


And here aſter this Account of the Ground and Progreſs of our Martial Exploits, 
It may not be amiſs to fubjoyn an Eſtimate of the Advantages have accrucd to us 
thereby, which may be lumm'd up in the following Particulars. 


It has coſt the Company above /. 400c00: in ſundry Expences and Charges z 
as, Advance on the rate of their Tunnage for ſupernumerary Seamen, Tranſporting 
Soldiers from Frg/and, with their Pay , and the like of great Numbers raiſed in 
I:sd:a, Vaſt Quantities of Ammunition and extraordinary Charges of Gariſon in 
Fort S, George and Bombay, together with thoſe heavy Articles ot dead Freight and 
Demorage. 


Ir has interrupted the courſe of our Traffick for four or five years, whereby the 
Company {ſuppoſing they had a ſufficient Stock ro manage the Trade: ) cannor 
be computed to have loſt leſs than /. 800000: and the Crown about 7. 200000 : in 


Cuſtoms. 


It has occaſion'd the loſs of ſome Thouſands of our good Soldiers and able 
Seamen. 


Ic has been the means of deſtroying five conſiderable Ships that we know of, be- 
ſides what may be doubted of thoſe which have been fo long abroad in that unhap. 
Py Service. 


Bur above all we have thereby loſt that invaluable Jewel, our Reputation and Re- 
ſpect ; and of the moſt belov'd and tavour'd are juſtly become moſt abhorr'd and 
intamous in the Eſteem of that People. There needs no further Proof of this than 
the very Phirmaunds or Patents lately granted by the Mogul, at our Readmiſſion 
to Trade 1n his Countries, which were tranſlated out of Perfran, and ſent ro the 
Company by their Factors at Suratt, in thele following Words : 


2 The 


The Puirwaund for Þengale. 


"F NOW this, that the good Fortune of the Engliſh hath direfied them the 

right way to end their Faults, they are forry and aſham'd for what they 
have done, therefore have ſent their Vakeels | Factors | ro our noble Conrt, with 
a Petition for a gracious Plurmaund to pardon their Faults ; which the Xing out 
of his great Favour and Mercy always ready to pardon, doth freely forgive them ; 
Therefore his clear and unſpotted Order is ſuch, which you are to obſerve, as you 
do his that you pray to, That ſo ſoon as this gracious Phirmaund reaches your hands, 
you ſuffer no body in your Juriſdiction to moleſt, hurt, or binder the Engliſh Na- 
tion in their Buſineſs, but ſuffer them to carry it on in the ſame manner as for- 
merly,. This underſtand, and att accordingly. 


The PurirRmaund for Srrate. 


L L the Engliſh having made an umble ſubmiſſive Petition, That the 

ill Crimes they have done may be pardon d, and requeſted a noble Phir- 

maind to make their bem forgiven manifeſt, and ſent their Vakecis to the Hea- 

wenly Palace the moſt illuſtrious in the World,” to get the Royal Favour. And 

Ertimand Chawn The Governour of Suratt's Perition to the famons Court, e- 

qual to the Skies, being arrivd; That they wou d preſent the great King with a 

Fine of 150000 Rupees to his noble Treaſury, reſembling the Sun, and wor, d 

reſtore the Merchants Goods they took away ts the Owners of them, aud would 31k 

by the ancient Cuſtoms of the Port, and behave themſelves for the future no n;ore 
in ſuch a (hameful manner : 

Wherefore His Majeſty accordmg to bis daily Favour to all People of the World, 
hath pardon'd their Faults, mercifully forgiven them, and out of his Princely Con- 
deſcenſion agrees, That the Preſent be put mto the Treaſure of the Port, the Mcr- 
chants G ods be return'd, the Town flouriſh, and they follow their Trade as in far- 
mer times; and Mr. Child, who did the Diſgrace, be turnd out and expel! d. 


This Order 1s irreverſible. 


Theſe are their new Patents, but may much more properly be ſty!'d Gracious 
Pardons ; And although I am well afſur'd the Mahometans will religiouſly obſerve 
them, 1t the Chriſtians that are concern'd do punctually pertorm the Conditions 
on their Part; yer certainly there is no Mankind but muſt nccds be aticted with 
molt paſſionate Reſentments, to ſee the Honour of his Mother Country expos'd to 
this Contempt and Ignominy, and our common Name ſtigmariz'd with fuch o- 
probrious Epitheresz Bur whar ſtill makes the conſideration much more {4d, 15, 
That the black Charaifers arc in a manner indelible, jor theſe Inſtruments arc re- 
poſired amongtit the Records in the Court of that great Prince, where thev arc 11&© 
to remain as long as God continues a Being to the World, and 1o rhe Reproach wil 
be entail'd on our Poſtecrity, and Generations to come may tecl the dire Effodts of 
{ucjectin 
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lubjeting the DiFates of Reaſon to the Power of the Purſe by the fatal device of 
Complicated Uotes. For 'tis by thar mcans alone that our Afﬀeairs liave been 
broug hc 1nto thele molt unhappy Circumſtances. 
From which melancholy Relation I procecd to the laſt thing demanded of me. 


III. Concerning the moſt p2oper Manner and Method of 
eſtabliſhing this opulcit >:rade, to the Honoz and Pris 
tereſt of the Nat:on, 


That the Commerce to the F.yt /nd1-s, as well in regard to the publick Repu- 
ration, as the Security and Adyant- ec of the Adventurers, requires to be negotiated 
by a National Joynt Stock, + « great Truth ſo generally receiv'd amongſt our 
telves, and conticm'a by the un:verſal Conſent and Praftice of other Nations, that 
'rwou'd be a Tautolopy to offer any Arguments for Proof of ic, and therefore 1 
will here only repeat what I betore occafionally intimated 3 That fuch a Conz 
[titution will moſt conduce to the common God, in communicating the 
benefits to all Degrees and Pzofeſſions amongſt us : $0 chat che Thing now 
to be confider'd 15s, How Juttice and Prudence wili direct us ( under the preſent 
Poſture of Afﬀeairs) to lay a good Foundation for this Great Work. 

There has roo much been already ſaid (it the Laws of Truth cou'd have been 
diſpens'd with) ro make it evident, That the Nation has ſuſtain'd irreparable Pre 
adice by the Errors of thoſe that have preſided in the Management of the preſent 
Companies Concerns, who, beſides many other high Mildemeanors, have divided 
and conſum'd the Stock in fuch a manner, that they have not left a ſuficient Fund 
to negotiate the Trade, which will be totally loſt ro us, if ſome ſpeedy and cfte- 
Qual Remedy be not apply'd ro ſupport and reeſtabliſh it. Bur ir do's not therefore 
follow, That the Preſent Stock muſt unavoidably be concluded and broke up, and 
another Subſcription promoted intirely new and ſeparate from ir. Becauſe though the 
Authors ot all this /iſchief deferve to be ſeverely cenſurd; yer it ought to be re- 
m<ezivred, That there arc ſome very honorable Perſcnages, and many very worthy 
Gentlemen intereſted in this Company who ſhou'd nor have any thing offer'd to 
them that do's ſo much as look like the leaſt hard Ulage. And therefore that equal 
Right may be done to all, Ir ſeems more agrecabie, That the Remazns of the pre- 
ſenr Company, as well Dead as Quick Stock, be equitably valu'd, with a due con- 
{iderarion of all their juſt and reaſonable Pretences ; And that a General Subſcription 
be made throughout the whole Kingdom, to be conjoyn'd thereto, and this to be 
incorporated and confirm'd by Act of Parliament as a National Eall-India Com» 
pany, with ſuch Priviledges and under fuch Regulations as to the great Wiſdom of 
our Honorable Repreſentatives ſhall ſeem meer. 

And here, tho perhaps it may look like roo fond a Conceit of my own Senti- 
ments, yet I cannot forbcar to ſay, That there is no Perſon concern'd in the pre- 
ſenx Stock, who has an honeſt Tutention directed by a true Cognizance of the Stare 
of their Afﬀairs, but muſt readily accord to this Propoſal, and not only acknow- 
ledge, Thar 'tis indiſpenſibly requiſite it be done with all poſſible Expedition, Bur 
Thar 'tis likewiſe the utmoſt, Juſtice can allow to be done in their Favor ; while 
at the ſame time | am nor ignorant, that there arc ſome Conſpirators as hard at 
Work, as ever Guy Faux was in the Cellars under the Senate-Houſe, in contriving 
to get this Company confirm'd at the next Seſſion of Parliament, without any 7a- 
ſpettion into their Bottom, or Reformation of their notorious Abules z and they depend 
upon ſupplying their want of Stock, by Mony to be taken up at tereſt, which they 
promiſe themſelves will flow in to them, on the Credit of ſuch an Eſtabliſhmenr. 

Theſe are a fort of Men, who ACt as it 'twere a principal Article of their Creed, 
that cheir main Buſineſs in this World is to aggrandize their Families, though they 
raiſe their Fortunes by the Ruin of their Country; and they go on with a ſtrange 
allurance ot Succeſs to their evil Delign; for they have cur our a Bill in readi- 
nc, and preſume they ſhall make an Intereſt for its paſſing withouc oppoſition 
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whereby one or two aſpiring Men hope to be inveſted with a more Deſpotick 

J20wer over our Lives and Eſtates, than their Majeſties aſſume or exerciſe on the 

Throne; And thus after a!l the Boaſts we have made ro the World of the great Li- 

berties we enjoy, they would make us the moſt abject Slaves in Nature; For thoſe 

Impoſings may in ſome reſpect be tuleratle from the hand of a Sovereign, which 

wou'd be worſe than Death from a Fellow-Subjeit, eipeciaily trom ſuch who have 

not the leaſt Pretence to any Superiority, more, than they fancy they have acquir'd 

by amaſling a great deal oft Wealth in a little time ; whereas this their imaginary 

Gain and Glory 1s their real Loſs and Shame, and fo eſteem'd by all good Men who 
have a true lence of Things, and rightly conſider how their Accounts muſt be 
audircd in another World. Wherefore I cou'd heartily wiſh theſe Gentlemen 
wou'd recolle&t, and ingage their Minds and Monies on ſome more laudable En- 
tcrprize. Not that I tear that all their Artifice and /nfluence can accompliſh their 
Ends : my ardent Deſire of fecing this mighty Trade revive and flouriſh, inſpires 
me with better hopes, and aſſures me, They ſhall not obtain. For indeed there 
only wants a publick Repreſentation of things in their proper Colours, to take off 
that deceptio Viſus wherewith they have diſpuis'd the Face of Truth; and all their 
Endeavors will ſoon appear as vain and fruitleſs in their own Eyes, as they arc ig. 
noble and ungenerous in the Opinion of others. I have heard of ſome of their 
lictle Arguments (or rather Evaſions) whereby they wou'd fain perſuade them thar 
are Strangers to theſe Aﬀairs, That 'twill be very incommodious, if not impraCti- 
cable, to make any Alteration in the preſent Company. AS; 

That 'twill be a Work of Time to adjuſt all matters *rwixt the old and new Ad- 
venturers, and ſo may occaſion an Interruption in the Trade, which will be a great 
Prejudice to the Nation. 

' That they have not for ſome Years paſt receiv'd Accounts from their FaQtors, 
and are thereby unacquainted with the truc State of their Aﬀairs, and Value of 
their Efte&ts in Tudia. 

That *cw1ll be a very difficult thing how to compute an equitable Conſiderati- 
on for their dead Stock abroad in Caſtles, Forts, Colonies, Cities, Towns, Faltories, &c. 

Now beſides the Invalidity ot theſe empty Pretences, I cannot bur take notice, 
That our Cunning Men are ſometimes fo unlucky, to outwir themlelyes by their 
own Sophiſms ; for certainly 'tis nor well conlider'd to give a Hint of the Damage 
*twoulid be to the Publick, to have the Trade interrupted for a little time, Be- 
cauſe it may give occaſion to the Government, to make ſiriftcr Inquiry into the 
Reaſon of thelate Interruption for tour or five Years together, and to cxact ſatisfaction 
for the great Loſs ſuſtain'd thereby, which, as I betore intimated, cannot be compu- 
cd ar leis than a Million to the Crown and the Company. 

Nor will it paſs for better than a Blunder in the School of Politicks, To 
bring upon the Stage an Accufation againſt rheir Servants, in alledging they 
are ſo long behind in their Accounts ; Becauſe fuch unpardonable Failures abroad, 
will arraign the Underſtanding or Integrity of Some body at home, who has had 
the choice of all their Servants for ſcycral Years paſt z and make it maniteſt, that 
there has been Care taken to provide Perſons, juſt ſo fit ro afi{t in their Mercantile 
Afﬀairs, as Coachmen woud be to command their Ships. Bur morcover this 
Thing is not mare zmproper to be offter'd, than 'tis in part, 1t not altogether falſe ; 
for to my certain knowiedg there were General Books of Accounts brought 
from Fort St. George by the Chandois, in the beginning of February laſt, tho I 
cannot ſay they are now where they ought to be, in the Companies Houle in Leaen- 
Hall-{treet, tor T have been told that a certain Man, who is at preſent no more than 
one of the Committee, did lately take away ſeveral of their Books and Papers to 
his own Houſe about fix Miles from London; which, it true, isin my Opinion a 
fort of Feloxy that ought not to have the Benefit of Clergy. 

As to their dead Stock, what I have alrcady faid concerning it, will vouch for 
me, That 'tis as far from my Wil, as my Power, to deny them tull Satisfaction for 
every particular. But I muſt here ſay, *Tis very idle (I had a'meſt ſaid ridiculous) 
in thoſe thar pretend 'twill be ſuch an inſuperable Difficulty ro make a reafonable 


Valuation of it. For *tis but doing over again, what has been done ſeveral times betore, 
and 
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and the very ſame thing that this Company did to the preceeding. Wherefort 
however they expreſs themſelves about this Concern, their Meaning is plain, and 
the Ule they hope ro make ot it is this; That it it do's them no turther Service, 
'ewill help to prepoſſeſs People with an Opinion, that it muſt needs be for ſome 
wighty Things that they make lo great a Noſe, and ſo it may preparethe way to make 
@ Noble of Nine-pence by a more current over-valuing thoſe matters, when they 
come to an Adjuſtment of them. Thus do our fage Seniors, who have made their 1/4 
a Law to the other Adventurers, and us'd the Commitree as the Frexch King do's 
his Parliament at Parts, contrive to impoſe on the whole Nation at once. Bur their 
Wits thac have lerv'd them ſo well in other Attempts, will fail them in this. For 
as I hope there is no Man wiſhes them the leaſt wrong, fo I know there are 1e- 
veral now in Ergland, who can, and I'm ſure will, do a general Right by an Impar- 
cial Account and Eſtimate of all thoſe Particulars, 

They are pleas'd ro make uſe of a great many ſeveral Names, bur all the vari- 
ous Sounds fignifie one Thing, when we ſpeak of what may be accounted really 
conſiderable, and that is their Fortifications of Bowbay and Fert $7. George, And 
becauſe there are ſome, who have given themſelves a /ooſe to ſay any thing, and 
publiſh'd what they dar'd not own, to magnifie our Companies Intereſt at thoſe 
Places tar above its juſt worth, I cannot forbear to aſſerr, what I'm ſure the true 
Realon of the Thing will juſtifie, That he who thinks thoſe, or any other Forti- 
fications in the Mogul's Dominions, can be of good uſe to us, longer than we hold 
a Friendſhip with the Government of the Country, had better keep his Opinion to 
himſelf, than expoſe his Izaorance in the Afﬀairs of India. And I cannot fear that 
thoſe who judg according to the true merits of the Cauſe, will fuſpe& me the 
leſs devoted to the Service of my Country, or the Welfare of the Company, when 
I declare, Thar were it not more for the Diſhozour, than any other real Diſ-ntereſt ro 
the Nation, I cou'd heartily wiſh, Both thoſe Forts now in the Mogel's Pollelſion. 
For 'tis a certain Truth, That to havea prudent and intelligent Perſon always re- 
ſident at the Court of that Great Prince, would figniftic more to our Security and 
Advantage, than Ten Fortifications, and coſt leſs than the renth-Parrt of the Charge 
of One. I ſay this with the more Aſſurance, from the great Things I have ſeen 
done by ſome ingenious Gentlemen, Chicts of the Companies FaCtories, who were 
duly ſenſibie of whar great Import it was, to have a good Friend, or a faithful Ser- 
vanr continually artending at Court, and aCted accordingly. For 1 was in Bergale 
when Mr. Sh:m Bridges did ſuperintend their Affairs in thoſe Parts, and he had on: 
ly a Houſe for the Reſidence of the Faftory, wherein I am ſure he cou'd no more 
pretend to any Strength lufficient ro offend, or detcnd himfelt from che Govern- 
ment of the Country, than a ſingle Gentleman amongſt us can engage with a 
whole County; Yerliaw, That by the good Correſpondence he kept at the Court of 
the Mrgal's Vice Roy in that Kingdom, and by his great Prudence in his Converſe 
and Intercourſes with the People, he did not only live ſecure, with the Companies 
Afﬀeairs flouriſhing under his judicious DireCtion ; bur he obtain'd to exerciſe a Fu- 
riſdifion there: and for any Afﬀeronts, Frauds, or Failures, he did impriſon the De- 
linquents, And inflicted what corporal Puniſhment he pleas'd not extending to Life. 
And fach was his Art and Management in all Reſpe&s, as did great Honour to 
the Nation, and made himſclt belov'd or fear'd by all about him. 

The like Encomiums are alſo juſtly due to Mr. W:lliam Fearſey formerly Chief at 
Metchlepatan, where he had nothing more like a Fortreſs, than a Houſe in the midſt 
of a populous Town, contiguous with other Buildings : Bur he tound out Ways of 
making ſo potent an Intereſt at the Court of Golcondah, as not only gave him a general 
grcat Reſpect, and.remov'd all ObſtruQions in his Buſineſs withthe Merchants and 
People of the Country ; Bur the very Governors ſtood in ſome awe of him: And one 
great Thing he did for our Honour and [ntere!t, ought not to be torgor, tho I fear 'ewill 
never be requited, which was his ſaving the Ship Con/ftartinople Merchant, from be- 
ing taken, in the firſt War the late King Charles made with the Dutch. Thar Ship 
was riding in the open Road of Metchlepatan, when our Encmies ſent Three or 
Four Ships of War to ſeize her, but this Gentleman had made timely and effedtu- 
al Proviſion to fruſtrate their Deſign. For he ubtain'd a poſitive Command from 
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the King to the Governour of the Province, to bring a Force betore the Dutch Fa- 
ory, and threaten Deſtruction to them 2nd ali they had there, in caſe they of- 


tcr'd any Violence to our Ship in the Pori; 44ic': io cool'd their Courage, thar 
they ler her remain peaceably to take in {t. 12.19, Wherewith ſhe afterwards 
laſely arriv'd in England. 

I hope I {hall not be milunderſton? * '- things, and while I am purſuing 
Truth, be fuſpc&ted ro have any !ar: ; to the Preſent Companies Prejudice; 
Oc that I would have it intcrr'a * \..-. { have ſaid, That Port S. George and 
Bombay are of no vajue. 1 an fu -m my Intentions, and I mult declare 
my ſelf of a contrary Onmnivn, Fo. ec have them, I think we are under a 
Neceſſity of endeavouriny to kt 44 and Juſtice will require, That this Com- 
pany have a reaſonable Conſidera.: ::, vr what they preſented ro the Crown for 


the one, and paid to their Predeceſſors | >: rhe other, together with what more may 
have been fince expended in neceſſary aud uſetul Additions to them. 

And truly I am ſorry for their fakes, I cannot ſay the ſame thing for their new 
Garriſon at 7egnapatan, whereof we had lately an Account in the Gazert, ac- 
quainting us, That they had purchas'd ir for abour Twelve "Thouſand Pounds. 
I know the Place, and ſhould have been glad in their behalf, if in the room of 
that Intelligence they had heard of ſome unavoidable Loſs to the like amount, for 
then they had known the worſt at once : Bur I doubt the next Letters will bring them 
a melancholy Account of the growing Charge in repairing that ruinous Building, 
and accommodating its many Wants; and when all rhat is done, there can no more 
be made of it, chan g New Thing, and nothing. 

But I lcave theſe Things to be more particularly inſpeted and examin'd by 
thoſe may have it in Charge to conſider of them ; and what I have now farther 
to offer, is, That I am well aſſur'd all theſe Remora's wherewith the Conſpirators en- 
deavour to obſtrutt a happy Reform and Re-cſtabliſhment of this Trade , will be 
cfieually remov'd 3 If the Parliament ſhall in their great Wiſdom ſee Cauſe to 
give Lite to the Great and Good Work, by encouraging a National Subſcription 
to be conjoyn'd to the Netr Remains of the Preſent Stock for a G2and Ca- 
pital. Something of this kind notifi'd to the Publick, and the negotiating 
Part recommended to a Committce of Merchants, whoſe Parts and Probity qua- 
life them for this Occaſion, wou'd moſt certainly in the Term of five or 
ſix Weeks accompliſh the marrer in readineſs ro be reported for further Con- 
ſideration concerning the eſtabliſhing this National Company by a Law. And 
for the ſpeedicr pericfting the whole Matter, The very ſame Gentlemen thar ſhall 
be Commillioned for the new Subſcriptions, may be conjoyn'd with the like Num- 
ber of the Members of the Committee for the preſent Company , and at the 
ſame time proceed in adjuſting the value of things that are to be incorporated in- 
ro the National Stock, having Power ro cxamine Perſons upon Oath, and to in- 
ipc& all Books, Papers and Records as they ſhall find requiſice for their Informa- 
tion. Thus, with the Aſſiſtance of the preſent Accomprant General Mr. Bayer, 
who has ſo great Knowledge in the liberal Science he proteſics, That all Europe 
cannot produce one who excells, and but a very few chat equal him; together 
with the Notices may be rccciv'd of ſeveral Gentlemen who have reſided in /nd{a, 
and are well acquainted with the Nature and Condition of every thing relating to 
the Company there; The areat Aﬀair cannot fail ro be fully effefted in the fore- 
aid Term, and in the Interim Ships will be fitting, and may well be in readineſs 
for diſpatch to the ſeveral Parts of /zdia, 'twixt the beginning of January and the end 
of March next, which is the moſt proper Scaſon. So that the Cox/pirators may be ar 
_ eaſe, and no longer diſturb themſclves with anxious Doubts and Fears of any [Inter- 
ruption happening tothe Trade, by this moſt deſirable Revolution and Fixation of ir, 

The next great Conſideration is, concerning a Committee to manage this Natiq- 
nal Stock, And where there muſt be fo great a Truſt repos'd, there cannot be roo 
much Care taken in the choice. For 'tis not only, That that wicked Thing of va- 
' luing the Man by his Stock, muſt be anathematiz'd, and never ſo much as nam'd 


amongſt us, bur all poſſible Cautions muſt be us'd, That the EleQtions be intire]y 
influenc'd 
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influenc'd and guided by tlioſe intrinfick Recommendations of /ategrity and Anow- 
ledge, abſtracted from all other Invitations or Motives whatſoever. 

But atter all char Care which Human Providence is capable of, in laying the 
Foundation of this noble Enterprizez There is one important thing more muſt 
be done with the firſt beginning of the Superſtructure, 1t ever we hope to erett. 
2 Glorious Fabrick 5 And that is, T he obtaining of Their Majcſties the Grace and Fa- 
vor to fend an Ambaſſador in their Royal Name, .to the Great Mogul, to retrieve 
our loſt Efleem , and reinſtate us in our Commerce on {Honourable and Advanta- 
geous Terms , which I am very ſure may be ettcCtually done by proper Applicati- 
ons from a Perſon oft good Port and Conduct: And "twill much facilitate his Suc. 
ccls, by giving an acceptable Proot of our Intentions to become the fame honeſ? 
Engliſh Men they have tormerly known us, It that Part of what the preſent Com- 
pany have taken from the People of Suraz? , and is now here in their Poſſeſſion, 
be return'd by his Lord{hips hands to be reltor'd ro the Right-Owners. Nor 
thall we herein only advance our Reputation to the highett Degree with that Peo- 
ple 3 bur ſuch a meritozious Afion ar our Entrance , will be a moſt effeCtual 
means to attack Heaven itſelf by a holy Vielence, and ſecure the Divine Benedittion 
ro our future Adventures. | 


Have thus, Right Honourable and Moſt Honourcd S1 RK 5s, endeavour'd to 
diſcharge the Duty incumbent on me by your Command, and I have done 
it faithfully ; for whatever I have aflcrted as matter of Fact, I am ready to Prove 
by full and particular Evidence : And whercin I have offer'd my Opinion, I have 
impartially ſet down thoſe Sentiments which my Acquaintance with theſe Afairs 
dictated to me. And now, if I may hope what I have faid ſufficient to convince, 
That the Trade to India is worthy your Regard, and That the Honour and 
Intereſt of the Nation do's indiſpenſibly require ſome ſpeedy and effteCtual 
Care for the Preſervation of ir; Then I am well afſur'd, The ſame good Principle 
thar prompted you to demand this Paper of me, will alſo incite you to make uſe 
of all your Intereſt and Influence with the Government, in promoting the happy 
Eſtabliſhment thereof ; Whereby you will do a moſt beneficial and acceptable Service 
to the whole Kingdom, and in a moſt eſpecial manner highly oblige thoſe honeſt 
Gentlemen and Merchants who have a right Cognifance and Eſteem of this grand 
Concern : Amongſt whom, I beg leave in the loweſt Poſture of Reſpett to render 
the moſt humble and moſt grateful Acknowledgment, of 


Moſt Noble LoR Ds, and moſt Honoured S1R5S, 
Tour moſt Obedient 
And moſt faithful Servant, 


GEORGE WHITES. 


